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HOUSE BILL NO. 130
INTRODUCED BY B. LAWSON
BY REQUEST OF THE STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO LIBRARIES; EREAHNG
ANEW-CATEGORY-OFSTATEAIDTFORPUBHEHBRARIES: ALLOWING LIBRARIES RATHER THAN
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO FORM FEDERATIONS; ELIMINATING REFERENCES TO LIBRARY NETWORKS,;
ELIMINATING THE OPTION OF AN ELECTION FOR AN ENTITY TO WITHDRAW FROM A LIBRARY
FEDERATION; ALLOWING A LIBRARY FEDERATION TO CONTRACT WITH OTHER FEDERATIONS,
LIBRARIES, OR THE STATE LIBRARY; CLARIFYING PARTICIPATION IN A LIBRARY FEDERATION;
ALLOWING A LIBRARY DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE TO SERVE AS COORDINATOR OF A LIBRARY
FEDERATION AND AS A NONVOTING MEMBER OF A FEDERATION ADVISORY BOARD OF TRUSTEES;
REQUIRING A LIBRARY FEDERATION TO MAKE ANNUAL REPORTS TO THE STATE LIBRARY
COMMISSION ON PROGRESS OF STATE-FUNDED PROJECTS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 22-1+-336;
22-1-324; 22-1-402, 22-1-403, 22-1-404, AND 22-1-413, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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Section 1. Section 22-1-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-402. Library systems federations -- definition. (1) tibrary-—systems—mustinctudetibrary
2—a) A library federation is a combination of libraries serving a multicounty, multicity, or
city-county area within a federation area designated by the state library commission. Any other public,
school, special, college, or university library or town, city, or county within the federation area may

participate in a federation.

01(2)
coltege—oruniversity-tibraries The governing body of a public library may agree by contract to form a
federation with

the governing board of another public, school, special, college, or university library if one of the parties

is or maintains a library that has been designated by the state library commission as a headquarters library
for that federation area. The participating entities may retain the autonomy over their respective libraries
specified in the contract.

€)(3) The expense of providing library services for the library federation must be based on funds
received from the state or participating libraries as agreed upon in the contract. The funds of the federation
must be maintained as a separate account as provided in the contract. Participating libraries shall transfer
semiannually to the account all money collected for the federation in their respective jurisdiction.

fehh(4) A participating entity may withdraw from a federation according to the terms for withdrawal

provided in the contract by the action of its governing body erby-amajority-of-itseaatifiet-voters-voting
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(5) A federation may contract with other federations, libraries, or the state library to provide

federation services."

Section 2. Section 22-1-403, MCA, is amended to read:
"22-1-403. Participation in the federation. &) When a library federation shalthave—been is

established, the tegistative governing body of any goverament—unit library in the designated library

federation area may decide;-w

a-ttbrary; to participate in the library federation. Eachloecatentity-may-tdetermine-the—amotunt-of services

Section 3. Section 22-1-404, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-404. Board of trustees -- coordinator. (1) In a library federation, there must be a board of
trustees with advisory powers only, the operation of the library federation having been specified by
contract. The state library commission, provided for in 22-1-101, shall adopt rules governing the
composition of the federation board of trustees. A majority of the members of each federation board of

trustees must be trustees of a public library, as defined in 22-1-326.

(2) The fibratianr library director or a designee of the headquarters library shall serve as the

coordinator of the federation and as a nonvoting member of the federation advisory board of trustees."
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Section 4. Section 22-1-413, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-413. Administration by Montana state library commission. The Montana state library
commission must receive and shall administer the appropriation for state funding to public library
federations. The commission shall allocate the appropriation among grant programs and shall allocate funds
among federations according to formulas for distribution as the commission establishes in rules adopted
pursuant to 22-1-103. Federations receiving state funds from the commission shall submit annual plans
for the expenditure of state funds and report semianttaly annually to the commission concerning the

progress of the various projects for which state funding was received. The reports must contain an
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accounting for all state funds received."
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- END -

Legislative
Services -4 - Authorized Print Version - HB 130
Division



